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One of six career-focused academies at Lancaster High School, the Academy of 
Finance is often highlighted because of its affiliation with the National Academy 
Foundation. 

This year was no exception as the Academy of Finance was once again named 
a NAF Academy of Distinction, for the fourth consecutive year, one of only four 
academies in the nation to have achieved this status each year since the 
designation was created. 

Additionally, the AOF and Lancaster High School are being featured by the 
Partnership for 21st Century Skills (P21) in an online initiative that captures and 
shares “exemplary 21st century learning practices that are improving schools and 
student learning in classrooms and communities across the United States.” 

The 25 exemplars, including the Lancaster High School Academy of Finance, 
“are part of a rigorous examination of schools to show what 21st century skills 
practice looks like in action. Selected from across the country and evaluated by P21 
members and staff for educational excellence and successful 21st century learning 
implementation, these exemplar schools are now featured on the Patterns of 
Innovation website, www.p21.org/exemplars and #patternsofinnovation.

“Our students in the Academy of Finance (AOF) participate in the Career 
Exploration Internship Program (CEIP).” said Director of Secondary Instruction, 
Andrew Kufel, Ph.D. “The CEIP experience provides our students an opportunity to 
gain real-life, hands-on experiences with local businesses while attending high school. 
For a variety a reasons, this is a benefit to our students, but, most importantly, it is an 
advantage as they plan their courses of study in college and plan for life after college.”

Academy of Finance Director, Mr. Scott Dixon, credited a rich collaboration of all 
stakeholders and partners for the success of the program. “Because we have earned 
national attention and recognition, the Partnership for 21st Century Skills sought 
us out to see if what we have is worth highlighting to the entire country.  All we 
really had to do was show them what we do: Collaborate with the community, board 
of education, administration, parents, teachers and students to ensure the learning 
in the classroom is both rigorous 
and relevant to the real world.” 
Mr. Dixon said.  It is all of those 
things because our students don’t 
just sit and listen, they practice and 
perform.

More information regarding all 
of Lancaster’s academies can be 
found at www.lancasterschools.org/
academies. 

Academy of Finance students 
are working with staff from the 

Lancaster Depew Federal Credit 
Union at a recently-opened branch 

office in Lancaster High School. AOF 
students will perform all functions 

of the branch, under supervision of a 
credit union employee.
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